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Chapter 4 
PREPARERS 
 
CORE INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM 

Richard Wilcox – Plan Revision Team Leader.  Certified Professional Forester, Society of American 
Foresters. Education: M.S. in Forestry (Outdoor Recreation), University of Michigan; B.S. in 
Forestry, University of Michigan; graduate studies in Recreation Planning, Colorado State 
University; Recreation Management Short Course, Utah State University. 

L. Amos Stone – Forester, Planner.  Certified Silviculturist, USFS-Southern Region.          
Education: M.S. in Forest Program Planning, Michigan State University; B.S. in Forest Production, 
Purdue University. Experience: Inventory Forester, Southern Research Station; District Forester, 
Nantahala NF; Assistant Field Supervisor, Southern Research Station; District Forester, Tuskegee 
NF; District Silviculturist, Daniel Boone NF.  

Brian Knowles – Biologist, Planner.  Education: B.S. in Wildlife Biology and Management and 
Secondary Education (Biological Sciences), Michigan State University. Experience: District 
Biologist, Apalachicola NF; Zone Biologist, Ocala NF; Zone Biologist, DeSoto NF; Forest 
Biologist, Daniel Boone NF. 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM MEMBERS 
James W. Bennett – Threatened and Endangered Species Biologist. Education: Ph.D (abd) in 
Wildlife Science, University of Idaho; M.S. in Wildlife Management, Texas Tech University; B.S. in 
Wildlife Biology, Kansas State University. Experience: Visiting Professor, University of Vermont; 
Regional Supervisor, Kansas Fish and Game Commission; Executive Director, Oklahoma Wildlife 
Federation; Wildlife Biologist, U.S. Forest Service. 

Victoria R. Bishop – Forest Aquatic/Fisheries Biologist. Education: M.S. in Biological Science, East 
Tennessee State University; B.S. in Biological Sciences in Fisheries, Eastern Kentucky University; 
post master’s courses in Aquatics, Eastern Kentucky University. Experience: Forest 
Aquatics/Fisheries Biologist, U.S. Forest Service; Biologist, USFWS Erwin National Fish Hatchery 
and Orangeburg National Fish Hatchery. 

James Boyd – Civil Engineer. Education: B.S. in Civil Engineering, University of Arkansas. 
Experience: Transportation Planner and Forest Engineer, Daniel Boone National Forest. 

Richard Braun – Forest Wildlife Program Manager. Education: B.S. in Biology, University of the 
State of New York. Experience: Forestry Technician, Hoosier, Chequamegon, and Nicolet NFs; 
Wildlife Technician, Mark Twain NF; Wildlife Biologist, Carson and Santa Fe NFs; Wildlife 
Biologist, USFS, Southwest Regional Office. 

Beth Buchanan – Fire Ecologist Trainee. Education: M.S., Natural Resources (specialty Plant 
Ecology), The Ohio State University; B.S., Agriculture (major, Animal Science), The Ohio State 
University. Experience: work with U.S. Forest Service, U.S. National Park Service. 
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George Chalfant – Forest Soil Scientist. Education: B.S. in Agronomy, Southwest Missouri State 
University; graduate studies, Oregon State University; Soil Science Institute, University of Florida. 
Experience: Branch Chief, Watershed, Minerals, and Wildlife Staff Unit, BLM, Eugene, OR; 
Regional Soil Scientist, Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation and Enforcement, Charleston, WV. 

Paul Finke – Forest Silviculturist and Forest Implementation Coordinator. Education: B.S. in Natural 
Resource Management, The Ohio State University. Experience: Small Sales Forester, Shasta-Trinity 
NF; District Silviculturist, Redbird RD, Daniel Boone NF. 

Cindy M. Huber – Air Resource Specialist.  Education: MS in Entomology, North Carolina State 
University; BS in Forestry, University of Michigan. Experience:  Entomologist and Field 
Representative for the Southern Region, State and Private Forestry in Asheville, NC; Air Resource 
Specialist for the Southern Region Central and Northern Zones.  25 years of experience with the 
U.S. Forest Service. 

Cecil Ison – Heritage Program Manager, Daniel Boone National Forest.  

Mike Kluempke – Sales Forester. Certified Silviculturist. Education: B.S. in Forestry, University of 
Minnesota; Experience: timber sales preparation and administration, silviculture, NEPA with the 
U.S. Forest Service; Work Program Administration (Job Corps). 

Fred Marriott – Recreation Specialist. Education: B.S. in Forestry, University of Georgia. 
Experience: Timber Management, Silviculture, Recreation Management to include responsibility for 
Wilderness, Dispersed Recreation, Trails, Wild and Scenic Rivers, and INFRA with the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Corey Miller – Geologist. Education: B.S. in Geosciences, Elizabeth City State University. 
Experience: Forest Geologist, Daniel Boone NF, Forest Geologist, Pike/San Isabel NFs, Geologist 
Trainee, Daniel Boone National Forest. 

John Omer – Fisheries Biologist. Education: M.S. in Biology (emphasis and thesis in aquatic 
entomology) Eastern Kentucky University; B.S. in Wildlife Management, Eastern Kentucky 
University. Experience: Entomologist, Northeastern Area, State and Private Forestry; 25 years with 
U.S. Forest Service. 

Mike Rock – Forest Program Manager for Land Adjustments and Non-Rec. Special Uses. 
Education: B.S. in Forest Resource Management and Wildlife Management, Virginia Polytechnique 
Institute and State University. Experience: Certified Silviculturist & Reforestation Forester, Ouachita 
NF; Forester, Redbird Ranger District, Daniel Boone NF; Lands Forester, Daniel Boone NF; Special 
Project Forester, Somerset RD, Daniel Boone NF. 

David Taylor – Botanist. Education: M.S. in Biology (Botany), Northeast Louisiana University; B.A. 
in Biology and Agriculture, Berea College. Experience: Botanist/Ecologist, Daniel Boone NF. 

Jon Walker – Hydrologist. Education: M.S. in Forest Hydrology, Southern Illinois University; B.S. 
in Forest Management, Southern Illinois University. Experience: Hydrologist on Randle RD, Gifford 
Pinchot NF; Forester for North Central Experiment Station in Illinois, Indiana, and Missouri; 
Forestry Technician on the Routt NF. 
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INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM CONSULTANTS 

Steve Oak – Research Scientist, Southern Research Station 

Clair H. Redmond, Regional Economist, U.S. Forest Service: AB University of Georgia 1968 
(Political Science-Sociology Major); BBA Georgia State University 1974 (Economics Major); MBA 
Georgia State University 1986 (Finance Major) 

Bill Robinson – Writer/Editor. Education: B.A. in Philosophy, University of Tennessee. Experience: 
Publications Editor, Association of College and University Telecommunication Administrators; 
Lexington, KY; Director of Publications, Berea College, Berea, KY; Managing Editor, The 
Richmond Register, Richmond, KY 

Joseph Roise – Professor of Forestry. Education: Ph.D. in Operations Research, University of 
Washington; M.S. in Forest Management, Colorado State University; B.S. in Physics/Math from 
Southern Conn. State College. Experience: Forest Systems Research, North Carolina State 
University; Assistant Forest Manager, Milwaukee Land Co.; Research Assistant, University of 
Washington; Economic Analyst, University of Pittsburgh. 

William Vaughan – Analyst. Education: B.S. in Forest Management, North Carolina State 
University. Experience: Forest Technician with Michael D. Neal and Associates, Colerain, NC; 
Research Assistant, NCSU Tree Improvement Cooperative, Raleigh, NC. 

OTHER AGENCY CONSULTANTS 

Jackson Field Office – U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

Chuck Hunter – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Migratory Birds 

Jim Widlak, Cookville Field Office – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Kentucky Field Office – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Susan Neumeyer – Archaeologist, Kentucky Heritage Council 

FORMER CORE INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM MEMBERS 

Moe Weaver – Forester 

Cheryl Johnson – Forest Analyst 

FORMER INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM MEMBERS 

Ed Hartsell – Forest Landscape Architect 

Jorge Hersel – Forest Dispersed Recreation Specialist 

John MacGregor – Forest Threatened and Endangered Specialist 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Ben Worthington – Forest Supervisor. Education: B.S. in forest management, Washington State 
University. Experience: 23 years with U.S. Forest Service. 

Gretta Boley – Deputy Forest Supervisor. Education: B.S. in Agronomy, Southern University in 
Baton Rouge, LA. Experience: work with various government agencies, Budget Coordinator and 
Assistant Program Leader for the soils program, Washington, DC. 

Kevin W Lawrence. – Planning Staff Officer. Education: M.S. in Forest Management, Michigan 
State University; B.S. in Forestry, Rutgers University. Experience: Forester, Potomac RD, 
Monongahela NF; Forester, Pemigewasset RD, White Mountain NF; Timber Management Assistant, 
Ontonagon RD, Ottawa NF. 

Gary Coleman – Lands, Water, Air Staff Officer. Education: B.S. in Forest Management and 
Biological Sciences, Pennsylvania State University. Experience: Timber Management, Willamette 
NF; Lands and Minerals, San Bernardino NF and the Inyo NF; Land Acquisition, Regional Office, 
Milwaukee, WI; District Ranger, Wayne-Hoosier NF. 

Charles Eury – Administrative Staff Officer. Education: B.S. in Commerce, University of Louisville. 
Experience: Assistant Regional Budget Office, Supervisor of Forest Budget and Finance Section, 
Operating Accountant. 

Rex Mann – Timber, Fire, Wildlife, Staff Officer. 

Marie Walker – Public Affairs Staff Officer. Education: B.S. in Journalism, Southern Illinois 
University. Experience: Timber Resource Assistant, Gifford Pinchot NF; Public Relations Specialist, 
Daniel Boone NF. 

Mason Miller – Recreation/Engineering Forest Staff Officer. Education: Bachelor’s degree in 
Landscape Architecture, University of Kentucky. Experience: Forest Landscape Architect, Ouachita 
NF; Florida National Scenic Trails Coordinator; Assistant Recreation Staff Officer, NFs in Florida. 

Dave Manner – Morehead District Ranger. Education: B.S. in Biology, Belhaven College; M.S. in 
Wildlife Ecology, Mississippi State University. Experience: Wildlife Biologist, Biloxi RD, NFs in 
Mississippi; Wildlife Biologist, Holly Springs RD, NFs in Mississippi; ORA, Nolichucky RD, 
Cherokee NF; and District Ranger, NFs in Alabama. 

John Strojan – London District Ranger. Education: B.S. in Forest Management, West Virginia 
University; B.A. in History, Duquesne University. Experience: District Ranger, Ozark NF; 
Supervisory Forester, Pisgah NF; Supervisory Forester, Morehead RD, Daniel Boone NF; Forester, 
Pisgah NF. 

Jerry Stephens – Somerset District Ranger. Education: B.S. in Forest Management, Oklahoma State 
University. Experience: Forester, Sale Layout Forester, Timber Management, Silviculturist, Fire 
Management Officer, and Other Resource Assistant. 

Betty Higgins – Stearns District Ranger. 

Mitch Gandy – Redbird District Ranger. Education: B.S. in Forest Resources, University of Georgia.  
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FORMER LEADERSHIP TEAM MEMBERS 

Bradley Powell – Forest Supervisor 

Floyd Gibbs – Forest Engineer 

Larry Martoglio – Forest Wildlife Staff Officer 

Robert Strosnider – Forest Recreation Staff Officer 

Donnie Richardson – Stanton District Ranger 

Mike Melton – Stearns District Ranger 

Dennis Daniel – Redbird District Ranger 

OTHER DANIEL BOONE NATIONAL FOREST SPECIALISTS 

Dennis Whitehead – Patrol Captain 

Tom Fouts – Computer Specialist 

Gwen Hensley – Visual Information Specialist 

Dean A. Karlovich – Fuels Management Forester. Education: Associate in Science, College of 
Dupage (Illinois); Associate in Arts, College of Dupage (Illinois); B.S. in Forest Resource 
Management, Southern Illinois University; M.S. in Forest Resource Management, Southern Illinois 
University.  

Bill Luhn – GIS Coordinator. Education: A.S. in Forest Technology. Experience: Forestry 
Technician in Oregon; work on the Stanton RD, Daniel Boone NF in the areas of timber, recreation, 
lands and wildlife programs. 

Dave Mertz – Fire Management Officer. Education: B.S. in Forest Management, University of 
Montana. Experience: 17 years of government service. 
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Cave Run Lake, Morehead Ranger District
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